Unit 3 “He died like a dog”

1. READING

#terrorism  #special forces #God #dogs #

The Trump where, why, who with...

On October 27, 2019, President Trump made a short speech in the Diplomatic Room of the White
House. He told the watching world that Islamic State leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi had been
killed during a US raid in Syria. The successful operation to capture or kill Baghdadi had been
“the top national security priority of my administration.” In describing the US special forces

nighttime raid into northwestern Syria, Trump reported that the terrorist leader had “died like a
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Trump words...

Draw a line between words with similar meanings.

1. Companions a. disfigured, cut up, maimed
2. Dead end b. criminal, gangster, bully
3. Cleared c. poverty, want, discomfort
4. Remaining d. no exit, trap, blind alley, cul de sac
5. Certain e. tough, evil, cruel
6. Mutilated f. emptied, freed
7. Thug g. plain, unromantic, humdrum
8. Unglamorous h. colleagues, workmates, associates
9. Brutal i. guaranteed, assured, not in doubt
10. Hardship J. leftover, surviving
lIn Plain English| Trump thought process...
1. No US soldiers were killed.
2. Many terrorists died.
3. Baghdadi was shot.
4. Eleven children were rescued.
5. Baghdadi ran to a tunnel.
6. He blew himself up.
7. He died in fear and panic.
8. Baghdadi killed many people.
9. It was a great night for the United States.

10. This man can never hurt people again.
11. He died like a dog.
12. God bless the United States of America.



Trump paragraphs...

No US personnel were killed in the operation. But many terrorists died. Baghdadi was shot in
a compound. Eleven children were rescued from the compound. Baghdadi ran for a tunnel.
He blew himself up, killing three children. He was a thug who died in fear and panic.

Baghdadi was a loser who killed many people. But last night was a great night for the United
States. This brutal man can never harm again. He died like a dog. God bless the United States

of America.

Trump original...

No U.S. personnel were lost in the operation, while a large number of Baghdadi’s fighters
and companions were killed with him. He died after running into a dead-end tunnel,
whimpering and crying and screaming. The compound had been cleared by this time, with
people either surrendering or being shot and killed. Eleven young children were moved
out of the house un-injured. The only ones remaining were Baghdadi in the tunnel, who
had dragged three children with him to certain death. He reached the end of the tunnel, as
our dogs chased him down. He ignited his vest, killing himself and the three children. His
body was mutilated by the blast, but test results gave certain and positive identification.
The thug who tried so hard to intimidate others spent his last moments in utter fear, panic
and dread — terrified of the American Forces bearing down.

Baghdadi and the losers who worked with him — in some cases people who had no idea
what they were getting into and how dangerous and unglamorous it was — killed many
people. [...]

Last night was a great night for the United States and for the World. A brutal killer, one
who has caused so much hardship and death, was violently eliminated — he will never
again harm another innocent man, woman or child. He died like a dog. He died like a

coward. The world is now a much safer place.
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2. UNDERSTANDING

Find and circle a word that means

Find and circle a word that means tough, evil, cruel.

Find and circle a word that means leftover, surviving.

Find and circle a word that means plain, unromantic, humdrum.
Find and circle a word that means emptied, freed.

Find and circle a word that means criminal, gangster, bully.

Fill in the blanks

God bless the States of America.
His body was mutilated by the

He died after into a dead-end tunnel.
He died a dog.

No U.S. personnel were lost in the

What is the main idea of Trump’s text?

The United States has eliminated a terrorist threat.

God blesses the United States of America.

Terrorists are a bunch of losers.

True or false?
1. Baghdadi survived the raid.
2. US personnel died during the operation.
3. Baghdadi killed himself.
4. The terrorist left a tunnel.



3. LANGUAGE

Structures 1 Trump tropes...

....[they] had no idea what they were getting into...

When the US electorate voted Trump into office in 2016, “it had no idea what it was getting itself
into.” Critics of the subsequent Trump administration might make this assertion. But critics of
any administration might make this assertion. This expression is used to describe naivety or
cluelessness about the negative consequences that may arise from certain actions. Eg, “When |
emigrated to a foreign country, | had no idea what | was getting myself into.” Or, “When |
decided to decorate the house by myself, I had no idea what | was getting into.”

Now make a sentence using the expression.

Circle your response:

When I bought this book, I had no idea what | was getting myself into.
When | got my first job, | had no idea what | was getting myself into.
L[AE2] AE0] B 28 {0 UK TS SRS

2016 Oj= REXIF EHZE ISERE EUS

FE HIES=E AMEOlE2tE

g
F8He Zoof ot =TIgolLt

e
o

#A 2R He

Idiom 1 “He reached the end of the tunnel...”

Light at the end of the tunnel:
You see hope for a brighter future.
Finally, my symptoms are clearing up. There’s light at the end of the tunnel.

At last, the economy is turning a corner. There’s light at the end of the tunnel.

Is there light at the end of the tunnel?

=
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Structures 2 Trump tropes...

..[he] will never again...

The phrase “never say never” is advice cautioning against ruling anything out. For example, you
might say that you will never ski again after an accident. Yet, just a year later you are back on the
slopes. Here, Trump means never literally. For Baghdadi is dead and therefore unable to cause
harm again. Still, we use the word in common speech when making predictions despite not being
able to know for certain. eg, “I will never again dance in public.” “Leicester City will never again

win the Premier League.” We just don’t know.

Now pledge something that you will never again do.

I will never again

Circle your response:
I will never study another language. NG

I will never call my best friend in the middle of the night. Yes
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Idiom 2 “He reached the end of the tunnel...”

Tunnel vision:
Complete focus on one goal
She works on the project 16 hours a day. She has complete tunnel vision.

You need tunnel vision to achieve what he has achieved.

Does you have tunnel vision? Yes



4. DONALD TRUMP AND THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

[The Trump Error

“No US personnel were lost in the operation.”

Trump’s speech was written beforehand and, apparently, he didn’t add much to the text. So the
error in this excerpt is more of a quibble. Instead of using ‘in’, it would be more grammatically
parallel to say, “No US personnel were lost during the operation.” ‘During’ indicates a temporal
relationship, as do the prepositions in the following sentences. “He died after running into a
dead-end tunnel” and “The compound had been cleared by this time...” Here, it should be

pointed out, the lack of consistency in preposition usage is on the president’s speechwriters.
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\What about you...?| check the boxes...

Assertion Strongly Agree Disagree Strongly

agree disagree

Baghdadi died like a coward.

The world is now a safer place.

Baghdadi’s colleagues had no idea

what they were getting into.

God blesses the United States of

America.




[The Trump Style|

Similes like a dog

Baghdadi, announced the president, died like a dog. Presumably he means animalistically, in
some kind of wild. Most dogs actually die of natural causes. In any case, the implication is that
his fate was less than human, and deservedly so. But on another occasion, Trump said that
Egypt’s former ruler, Hosni Mubarak, was “dropped like a dog.” He also remarked that fellow
Republican Ted Cruz “lies like a dog.” Meanwhile, retired General Stanley McChrystal was
“fired like a dog.” Donald Trump is not a renowned pet lover. Yet he has a tendency towards

man’s best friend when describing certain unloved adversaries.
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[The Trump Money Quote]

“Its tangible, its solid, it’s beautiful. It s artistic, from my standpoint, and | just love real estate ”



The Hollywood ending: “The compound had been cleared by this time...”

President Trump was not the first US president of modern times to announce the killing of a
significant terrorist. But, unlike his predecessors, he offered a vivid retelling of the circumstances
of the killing in the language of a Hollywood narrative. “He reached the end of the tunnel, as our
dogs chased him down.” “His body was mutilated by the blast” as he was “violently eliminated.”
Pursuit, tension, and the conflict of a computer combat game as a winning player —the United
States operated by President Trump- triumphs over evil with God’s blessing. The president avoids
the dry, sober language of his office and employs 14 adverbs and 9 adjectives in his memorable

exposition.
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ANSWERS can be found at: hangokuh.com



